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TRACK 1 


Doorstep Mother 



POOESTEP MOTHER 





















































AN OB/GYN 
NAMEP 
SAKUEA 
KOUNOTORI 


CHILDBIRTH 
DOESN'T EXACTLy 
WAIT FOR CURTAIN 
CALL, NOW, 
DOES IT? 














































































































































- 

. _A NEW 

] WHEN STEAyS 
SHOW UP AT 

/ MOTHER 

IN LABOR. 

1 THE HOS¬ 
PITAL JUST 

SHE HASN'T 
■s \ SEEN A 

AS THEVEE 
ABOUT TO 
, GIVE BIETH... 

ybj - 

*JW 3 













































































































TO PREPARE 
FOR THE 
BIRTH... 


...WE 
SHOULD 
BE ABLE TO 
MANAGE 
A VAGINAL 
DELIVERY. 


SHE SEEMS 
FINE, BUT HAVE 
MATERNITY 
SEND US AN 
ATTENDANT. 


...THE HOSPITAL 
NEEDS TO BE 
READY FOR 
ANYTHING AND 
EVERYTHING THAT 
COULD HAPPEN. 


...AT 
GREAT 
RISK TO 
BOTH FOR 
HER AND 
THE BABY 


OKAY.. 





































































































































































































































































































































































































































































WHERE 

are you 
GOING 
AT THIS 
HOUR? 








































AND 

THERE'S 
FINANCIAL 
ASSISTANCE 
FOR WOMEN 
WHO CAN'T 
COVER THEIR 
MATERNITY 
COSTS, TOO. 


IF YOU'D 
APPLIED 
BEFORE THE 
BABY WAS 
BORN, 


THEY'D 
HAVE GLADLY 
WRITTEN OFF 
YOUR BILL 
ENTIRELY, 
YANO-SAN. 


...YOU CC 
HAVE SI/ 

COME IN 
GOTTEN ’ 
PREGNA 
HEALTH RECORD. 
IT WOULD HAVE 
COME WITH 
A WAIVER FOR 
YOUR EXPENSES, 
YOU KNOW/ 


IF YOU 
WERE 
WORRIED 
ABOUT 
MONEY... 










































I'VE GOT SO 
MUCH DEBT... 

I CAN'T EVEN PAY 
MY INSURANCE 
PREMIUMS. 
































































































AND THAT'S 
SAYING NOTHING 
OF THE BABY. 
SHE COULD HAVE 
BEEN GRAVELY ILL, 
AND YOU'D NEVER 
HAVE KNOWN. 













































ENOUGH! 
HAVEN'T YOU 
MADE YOUR 
POINfT ALREADY?! 
I GET IT! 






























































































































































































"HA HA/«IS » TH^-nSa 
EI6HT?< WEljL"»Xg>LJ>V g] 
--CEETAI NlS aSggigga 

KNACK~F 0 R?IT/ 3 S 5 


aNO /ll'MiS ON NA 
BEl^PiXNlST^ 
^SpMEPAy/" 


N\A\ rv\A'« tt ou *£ 


-t-know wftf ee; 
IVOLJ'EEifFEp'MVl 
YOUE'MOM LEFT 
YOU, JUST LIKE 
ALL THE OTHEE 
KIPS WHO LIVE 
- THEEE !'L f | 


EVENI COME ipj 

ischoou; you' I; 

PIETY LITTLE 
—ORPHAN?/"- 

































































MO, SAIOJRA... 
VO UR MOTHER 
\PASSEP AVty\y 
\WHEN you\ 

WEREsBORN."N 

apgapk 


aTQ^PQilOGIZE ^S 

litHEMvVE REifHEB 

ONES 


"HEy, KEIK-O... 
PIP My MOM 
REALLy / 
LEAVE ME?" 


' ITS’ | JUST^THEJ 
SMART ijTHIN^ 
TO q> 0 ."**fJ 


WMi^Ewk 

mM&Wsvm 


EfWgonM 


SOMEPAy/ BUT 
I'M STILL GONNA 
gB^iPIANffSTM 


HE/, 

SAKURA. 


..YOU MIGHT HAVE 
IT HARPER THAN 
THE OTHER KIDS. 
MUCH HARDER. 


BUT, 

you KNOW 
WHAT? 


























































































IP® 








































POOESTEP MOTHEE / ENP 




THAT'S WHy 
WE PO WHAT 
WE PO. 
















tWi* 4uppo$€^ to b€? 


Tenta, 21 Months Old 



Threatened Miscarriage (1) 



THREATSNEP MISCARRIAGE (V 












I'M GOING TO 
TAKE HER TO SEE 
THE DOCTOR, 
AND THEN I'LL 
BE ON MY WAY. 


OH, DON'T 
WORRY/ 
I'M SURE 
I'LL BE IN 
AROUND 
1 : 00 . 


SURE... 
SORRY 'BOUT 
THAT/ SEE 


YEP... 

THAT'S 

RIGHT. 














































DON'T 


WORRY 


ABOUT IT/ 


THE BOSS 


STANDS. 



























































wH 
































































































KOREAN 
BARBECUE 
FOR ONE, 
HUH? 









































































































































































































DR. SHIMOYA! 
WHAT CHANGED?! 


WHY?! 


















































































































...BUT I'M 
AFRAID IT'S 
NOT LOOKING 
GOOD RIGHT 
NOW. 


















































































































































































































































































































































THREATENEP MISCARRIAGE (V / ENP 


































































































THEEATENEP MISCARRIAGE &) 






























































































































































NO! 

NO! 


HOW AM I 
SUPPOSED 
MAKE A 
DECISION 
LIKE THIS?/ 


I MEAN, 

EVEN IF I CAN'T 
WE SAVE CALM 

THE BABY, DOWN/ 

IF IT HAS... 

DEFECTS... 










































































































































































I MEAN, 
WE WAITED 
TEN YEARS 
FOR THIS, 
RIGHT? 


















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































HUH? 
















































































































































WEE£ 23, PAY THREE 

































































LLIeII, UJE 
can't mait 
any longer! 
Its heartbeat 
doesn't sound 
good! 


TANAKA- 

SAN'S 

BABY... 
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AT THE 
VERY LEAST, 
YOU'LL BE 
RISKING 
UTERINE 
RUPTURE AND 
PLACENTA 
ACCRETA. 


IF WE 
WAIT ON 
A VAGINAL 
BIRTH, 
AND YOU 
EVER GET 
PREGNANT 
AGAIN, 


BUT WE'RE 
NOT DEALING 
WITH NORMAL 
CIRCUMSTANC¬ 
ES HERE. 
YOUR BABY IS 
EXTREMELY 
PREMATURE, 
AND STILL 
VERY SMALL. 








































































































































































































I CAN'T 
PUT MY 
SAFETY 
FIRST. 

































MAYBE 


OVER 


OUR 


HEADS 


HERE 






































































































HERE, 

SHIMOYA. 




















































LET'S GET 
TO WORK. 









































































































THREATENED MISCARRIAGE (A) 



































































^asIttE 

































































































































































































































HOWEVER, AS 
WE SUSPECTED, 
THE BAByWAS 
SO SMALL... 



























































































































































































































































AT THIS 
STAGE, 
WE CAN'T 
SAY FOR 
SURE.,. 


VERY REAL 
POSSIBILITy 
HE'LL SUFFER 
FROM SOME 
SORT OF BIRTH 
DEFECT. 



WE'RE GIVING 
HIM AN IV 
THROUGH A 
CATHETER IN 
HIS NAVEL. 


STARTING 
TOMORROW, 
WE'RE GOING 
TOTRyTOFEED 
HIM THROUGH A 
TUBE INSERTED 
IN HIS NOSE. 



...AND WE 
NEED TO 
KEEP AN EyE 
OUT FOR ANy 
SIGNS OF A 
BRAIN HEM¬ 
ORRHAGE. 


HIS LUNGS 
OR INTES¬ 
TINES WILL 
COLLAPSE... 


\ 











































































































































THREATENED MISCARRIAGE (A) / END 
















































THREATENED MISCARRIAGE (5) 








































































































































































WAS, CAN 
ME REALLy 
IF ME CAN'T, *** IT? 

DID WE REALLY 
DO TME RIGHT 
THING HERE? 


BUT HE 

DOESN'T EVEN 
WEIGH HALF A 
KILOGRAM. ONCE 
I HAD HIM IN 
THE PALM OF 
MY HAND... 
































...IT'S 
ALL IN THE 
OUTCOME. 



























...AS 
LONG AS 
THE MOTHER 
AND CHILD 
ARE SAFE IN 
THE END... 












































































































OR, AT 
LEAST, DO 
YOUR BEST 
TO LEARN 
FROM YOUR 
MISTAKES. 






























































































































































...IT'S 
OKAY 
TO CRY, 
RIGHT,,.? 




WELL, 
YEAH/ OF 
COURSE/ 
















































































































illlllllll 






































































































DR. 

KOUNO- 

TORI/ 
















































THEEATENEP MISCARRIAGE ( 5 ) / ENP 





























ke ever 





Gonorrhea 


GONOERHEA 

















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































DR. 

KOUNOTORI? 



YOUR 

HUSBAND'S 
QUITE THE 
GUY, ISN'T 
HE? AND 
HANDSOME, 
TOO/ 




































































































































































































































































GONORRHEA / ENP 













































K;v\v\ikuwvAv\ character*/ 
The biggest ovAe ;* Naha^o. 



Tenta, age 4 




On Call 



ON CALL 































































...THERE'S 
NO NEEP 
FOR AN 
OB/GYH 
AT ALL. 

























































































































































































































SEVERELY 
PREMATURE 
SEPARATION 
OF THE 
PLACENTA! 


































































...SOME¬ 
TIMES LET 
THEIE GUAEP 
DOWN. 


SO OUE 
PATIENTS 
AND THEIE 
FAMILIES... 


BUT EVEEy 
yEAE, OUT 
OF THE 

APPEOXIMATELy 
2,000 BIETHS 
CONDUCTED 
AT OUE 
HOSPITAL... 


rrs 

SMALLER 
THAN I 
EXPECT- 


...ABOUT 
300 EESULT 
IN LIFE- 
THEEATENING 
COMPLICA¬ 
TIONS. 











































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































EVERYTHING'S SO NUMB... 































































































































































































































































ON CALL / END 



CHILDBIRTH 
DOESN'T 
EXACTLY WAIT 
FOR CURTAIN 
CALL, NOW, 
DOES IT? 


...IS THAT 
THOSE ARE 
THE NIGHTS 
HE'S NEEDED 
AT THE 
HOSPITAL. 






















Ri* first picture of tb€ family' 
L€ft to riglvt, it'4 wvy Wife, 
troy boy, *v\«i w\e... 



Tenta, age 5 



















































Thanh you for reading the first 
volume of Or. Stork 
I ([suzunohi v ot 0 couldn't have made 
this manga without the support of 
a few people: 

My wife arid son (Who turned five 
tV-.i« year). 

My wife's good friend, K-chan. 

She's a maternity doctor. 

My strict editor, Mr. «. 
or. o, the head obstetrician at Rinhuu 
general wealth center, hc served as a 
model for Dr. Kounotor; and has been 
hind enough to let me do research 
at his hospital. 

The wonderful staff at Rinhuu general. 
Dr. n from the maternity wing, 
who's always goofing around with 
me over texts. 

My assistants Min-chan, o-chan, 
M-Muma-hun, Kouda-hun, |<-hun, 
giro t» and Otsuhi-hun. 

Last but not least, my readers. 

Thanhs to your gracious support, 

I managed to release or. 5torh 
volume one. Thanh you so much. 

I'm gonna heep giving ;t my all/ 

—Suzunohi yuu 






































Translation Notes 


“Doorstep mother,” chapter 1 

[ 12 . 2 ] 

The term used in the original Japanese, tobikomi shussan, can be translated more 
directly as “walk-in delivery.” It refers to mothers who don’t see a doctor for their 
prenatal checkups, instead waiting to seek medical attention until they go into labor. 
Tobikomi shussan is a term with a fair degree of cultural weight in Japan, giving its 
usage in chapter 1 a dramatic flair that we didn’t feel came across with the literal 
translation “walk-in delivery.” We chose “doorstep mother” in order to evoke the 
image of a baby left in a basket on a doorstep, so that both the English and Japanese 
phrases would be playing off of cultural tropes associated with desperate measures 
taken by parents who can’t provide for their children. 



“Encore” and “on call,” pages 3 and 191 

[4.1] 

The word “encore” and the term “on call,” when transliterated into Japanese, sound 
similar; they become ankouru and onkouru , respectively. There’s a little bit of wordplay 
around this in a few places in this book. The scene on page 191, where the stagehand 
asks Dr. Kounotori, “On call again, huh?” is a callback to page 3, when he asks “no 
encore tonight?” Luckily, both of these scenes feature the line “childbirth doesn’t 
exactly wait for curtain call,” so even though it was ultimately impossible to preserve 
the specific original wordplay, the similarity between these two exchanges is still clear. 



Daichi, page 116 

[116.1] 

Daichi is a common boys’ name in Japan. It is written with the characters for “dai,” 
meaning “great,” and “chi,” meaning “earth.” The Tanakas choose this name in hopes 
they can help their severely premature son grow up big and strong. 


“Human nature”, pages 141 and 150 

[150.2] 

When it’s time to come clean about his gonorrhea to Dr. Kounotori and, later, 
his wife, Moriya-san attempts to divert blame for his unfaithful ways to society at 
large, saying that cheating is simply “human nature.” The term he originally used 
for this, though, wasn’t “human nature;” it was “culture.” This is in reference to the 
actor Junichi Ishida, who found himself at the center of a cheating scandal in the 
mid-1990s. In a frustrated effort to rebuke a group of paparazzi who were hounding 
him, Ishida famously stated that his affair evoked a deep, beautiful sorrow of the kind 
celebrated by art held in the highest regard in Japanese culture. The media paraphrased 
his statement as “cheating is culture,” a phrase that gained infamy and traction in 
Japan much as Bill Clinton’s proclamation “I did not have sexual relations with that 
woman” did in the United States. 



Persona Catholic Hospital, page 159 

[159.4] 

Readers who are familiar with just how small the Japanese Catholic population 
is (there are only around 500,000 Catholics in Japan, about 0.5% of the total 
population) may have been surprised to learn that our story is set in a Catholic 
hospital. The Catholic church has a long history of working to advance global access 
to health care, so there are Catholic hospitals all over the globe, even in countries with 
very few adherents to the religion itself. In fact, there’s a notable Catholic hospital in 
Tokyo, the city where Dr. Stork is set: Seibo International Catholic Hospital. 
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